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for seeking to capture the Zaimph, no one dreamed of such a thing; the mysterious manner whereby he had acquired it, sufficed in the minds of the Barbarians, to make his possession of it legitimate. Thus thought the soldiers of African race ; but others, whose hatred against the Republic was of more recent origin, knew not how to decide. If they had only possessed vessels, they would have immediately set sail for their own countries.
Spendius, Narr' Havas,and Matho expedited envoys to all the tribes of the Punic territory. Carthage had exhausted these peoples by exorbitant taxes ; punishing delinquents, and even those who murmured, by chains, the executioner's axe, or the cross. They were compelled to cultivate that which pleased the Republic, and furnish that which she demanded. No one had the right to possess a weapon. Whenever villages revolted, the inhabitants were sold as slaves ; the governors were estimated like wine-presses, according to the quantity they were able to produce.
Outside of the region immediately subject to Carthage, were their allies, who contributed only a moderate tribute ; beyond these allies wandered the Nomads, who could be let loose upon them. By this system the harvests were always abundant, the breeding studs skilfully conducted, the plantations superb. Old Cato, a master in agriculture and slave-raising, ninety-two years later was thereby amazed, and his cry, "Deletida est Carthago" repeated in Rome, was but an exclamation of jealous cupidity.
During   the   last  war  the   exactions had been
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